[The value of suprageniculate femoro-popliteal polytetrafluoroethylene prosthesis in surgical treatment of chronic arterial occlusive disease].
From January 1982 to December 1989, 74 patients with chronic critical ischemia were treated with an above knee-femoropopliteal PTFE-Bypass. The 5-year cumulative patency rate was 48%, the cumulative limb salvage rate 66%. In the same observation period 40 patients with a reversed saphenous vein above knee-Bypass were also followed-up. In this group the cumulative 5-year patency rate amounted to 77% and the limb salvage rate to 100%. The autogenous saphena magna is the conduit of choice for lower extremity artery bypass grafting. It showed in above knee reconstructions statistically significant superior results in comparison to PTFE grafts.